
Our planning consultant recently realized that key
documents related to the airfield application had not
been published on the DDC planning portal.
Our consultant asked DDC to investigate and, working
jointly with DDC planners, she determined that, in fact,
a large number of key documents and correspondence
was missing - a total of 28 documents dating back as
far as September 2021. DDC is now running a
re-consultation on the airfield application, having now
published these missing documents.

What does this mean?
Planning should be a democratic and transparent process - all interested parties, including residents,
must be given open and timely access to information as it is submitted. DDC Planning, while failing to
publish these documents, had continued to progress its determination of the application working
through a range of significant issues with the applicant over several months. This means that opinions
and representations put forward by the applicant on issues such as noise, impact to the public right of
way, highways, landscape impact, habitats and groundwater have been made privately with no
scrutiny by the public and other consultees.

How did this happen?
DDC has outsourced the determination of the case to a 3rd party planning officer who is working on
behalf of DDC. It is not uncommon for Local Authorities to employ 3rd party planning staff to help with
larger applications. It appears that these documents were not published due to some administrative
failure within these arrangements. There is no indication or suggestion that this is anything other than
a process or administrative error, albeit a very serious one.

What are DDC doing about it?
The DDC Planning Department is aware and acknowledges the seriousness of this issue.
Our consultant is now in contact with a senior planning manager at DDC and has been given
assurances that going forward the case will be kept properly up to date.



Why is another consultation running?
In light of this issue, DDC has initiated a 21 day consultation period on the application to make
residents, consultees and other interested parties aware of this new information, and to allow time to
comment. This is an unusual situation, but DDC has decided to run this “catching up” consultation
before it resumes determination of the application.

What can I do?
Read the new documents (all published on the 31st of Jan) to catch up and comment on the latest
information on the planning portal. Comments should be submitted before the 11th March.
The key elements still under review are:

• Noise
• Groundwater
• Footpath safety and amenity
• Harm to bird reserves and related land by overflight and noise
• Landscape character harm resulting from the proposal (visual impact, noise nuisance, harm to the

strongly rural setting, loss of noted tranquillity)

Your Parish Councils have also been re-consulted and asked to comment. Make sure you also let
them know your views on any aspect of this new information and your overall position. Likewise,
let your local elected DDC councilors and your MP, Natalie Elphicke, know what you think
(contact details below).

What happens next?
Following the end of the 21 days consultation on the 11th of March, DDC will resume determination of
the application. How long this takes is not certain and depends on whether the officer and consultees
consider the information complete or whether further information is requested from the applicant.
It seems likely that the application will be decided by the Planning Committee later in the Spring or
early Summer, we will keep you posted.

Our planning consultant is working hard to review the new information and we will be making further
submissions. We have secured an expert and highly regarded planning and environmental law firm to
help review some aspects of the application. We also have our retained noise consultancy,
Hayes McKenzie Partnership, reviewing the latest information.

If it wasn't for the donations from you, the community, our planning consultant would never have
discovered the issue of these missing documents and the case would have been decided with this
information never having been properly scrutinized.

Useful Contact Information
DDC elected representatives:

Councillor Steve Manion - cllr-stephen.manion@dover.gov.uk
Councillor Nick Kenton cllr-nicholas.kenton@dover.gov.uk
Councillor Oliver Richardson cllr-oliver.richardson@dover.gov.uk
Councillor Martin Bates cllr-martin.bates@dover.gov.uk

MP Natalie Elphicke natalie.elphicke.mp@parliament.uk

Great Mongeham Parish Council clerk@great-mongeham-pc.gov.uk
Northbourne Parish Council clerk@northbourneparishcouncil.co.uk
Sutton Parish Council suttonbydoverpc@gmail.com
Sholden Parish Council sholdenparishcouncil@live.co.uk
Tilmanstone Parish Council tilmanstoneparishcouncil@gmail.com
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